
 
Neighborhood Advisory Committee Minutes 

March 23,2015 

Public Works Building, 6:30 pm 

 

Committee Members Attending: Alan Escovitz, Joe Fioccola, Pastor Spencer Hardaway,    

    Teddy Jordan and Elaine Poovey.   

Members not present: DeWayne Barton, Saul Chase, Barber Melton, Bob Roepnack. 

City Council Liaison:  Chris Pelly.    

Neighborhood Coordinator:  Marsha Stickford. 

 

Elaine called the meeting to order at 6:35 and reset the agenda.  

 

Item III: Neighborhood Sidewalk Program Criteria: Marsha reported that the Sidewalk committee is continuing 

to develop criteria for neighborhood sidewalks. They got a good response at last week’s Festival of Neighborhoods 

table and are continuing with an on-line survey. The results should be compiled by the end of April. The purpose is 

to prioritize the very limited funds available for neighborhood sidewalks. The first sidewalk proposed is on New 

Haw Creek Road from Tunnel Road  towards Middlebrook. This was identified as a needed linkage and is a pretty 

straightforward  installation requiring little engineering. There was a question whether this puts the cart before the 

horse rather than waiting for the criteria to be established. Alan asked who will decide that criteria have been met? 

Marsha explained there will be a matrix of  objective criteria to score priorities and like the traffic calming matrix 

may have other input such as from the police and fire departments. Alan noted that NAC can provide perspective 

and input before it goes into effect. Chris expressed the frustration with the expense and inadequate funding 

available for neighborhood sidewalks .Marsha observed that in the past it looked capricious and this is an attempt to 

make it more strategic. She also noted that there will be a GIS layer that will track and group projects in an area 

which should lead to more efficiency. Elaine ended the discussion by asserting that NAC wants to be part of the 

process and that the process should be transparent. 

 

Item IV: Citywide clean up day: Marsha reported that Dawn at Green Works would issue a press release 

announcing the citywide clean up from 10-2 pm on April 18. Neighborhoods will sign up and pick up vests, trash 

bags, gloves, etc. and organize where to take collected trash.  Once the press release goes out NAC should begin to 

reach out to neighborhood groups to get the word out. Chris noted that City Council will issue a resolution a couple 

of weeks before the event. 

 

Item V. Evaluation of Festival II: Chris noted there was a very good turnout and  more interaction. Alan thought it 

went really well. He heard good feedback that it was a good follow up to the first festival. The range of offering and 

attendance were both good. His only concern was the limited City Council representation. Joe though it worked very 

well in the space. He was concerned about how hard it is to estimate the amount of food needed and the amount left 

over. Teddy heard the workshops were good, some wanted them to be offered every year and wished they could 

attend more workshops (instead of just two.) Elaine was happy with the Festival but would do some things 

differently next time—if there is a next time,  such as having packets prepared with the agenda, op-ed, and 

evaluation; also to have two registration tables at 2 pm.  Future events would work there but also considered were 

the new middle school and the Eddington Center. Elaine read some comments from the evaluation sheets received: 

only 2 didn’t like Sunday; everyone liked the workshops; Some suggestions for additional topics included: More 

info on visioning; more extensive workshops; Procedures for achieving 501C3 status; Neighborhood website: 

organization of maintenance of websites; Challenges of infill vis-à-vis neighborhoods; Strategic planning w/city 

planning dept; Infrastructure; How to start a neighborhood association; Having more green space in your 

neighborhood; How to interact with city government; .How to effectively work with city government; .How to 

obtain a 501c-3 status; What to do about abandoned houses or property; Interface with government (City Council, 

County Commissioners;) Create additional occasions to meet and mix; More often; Just by keeping in touch; 

Reaching out; Continue; Assist the Association with making sure the businesses in the neighborhood are aware of 

the association and create a liaison; Keep up your great work; Are you telling County/City how important we are; 

Elaine is also writing thank you letters to some of the workshop leaders. Marsha noted that she had begun 

assembling a ‘Tool Box for Neighborhoods’ which contains things than can be posted on the web page. Alan offered 

his availability to talk to neighborhood groups and do outreach. Elaine asked about the Neighborhood profiles which 

have not yet been posted. DeWayne had not yet submitted a Burton Street profile for March. Elaine reminded Teddy 

and Spencer their South profile was due in May. 

 

Item VI. Planning for East Regional Meeting May 18. Marsha is waiting to hear back from Groce United  

Methodist Church for the location of East meeting. Alan had asked for a review of the concerns from the last 

meeting in April of 2013.He suggested the focus be on the observation that we listened, we gave good feedback to 

city staff and now want to know if their previously stated concerns were still the same, or changed or improved. 
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Elaine suggested that when the invitations go out that they include their stated concerns so each group can prepare a 

response. Chris suggested the format should start with the positive and also include improvements in the pipeline 

Teddy noted that we are a network for communication between the City and neighborhoods. We are a resource for 

advice and direction. She suggested inviting the IT folks working on mapping  (Scott Barnwell and Cameron 

Carlyle) to talk there. Elaine will send out a ‘save the date’ notice.  Spencer suggested the theme of the meeting 

could be “Where are we now?” 

 

Item I. Approval of Minutes of February 23 Meeting: The minutes were approved without objection as emailed. 

 

Item VII. Meetings attended by Committee Members: Teddy participated in a usability test for MapAsheville; 

her neighborhood meeting,  and a seminar at the AB Tech Enka Campus called “Bringing it Home: ,building a local 

economy for everyone” which promoted local business, agriculture ,etc. Alan presented with Barber at a meeting of 

SACEE about CAN and NAC, and suggested that they be invited back to a future NAC meeting, .he attended his 

association meeting, and will chair the capital campaign fund raising to restore the fountain at the E.W. Grove Park. 

Spencer attended Shiloh Community Garden meeting with help from WWC and UNC-A students, Heritage night at 

Coontz, and a community prayer group has been meeting on Wednesdays until next week working on’ Adopt a 

Community”  Joe did a website usability test and attended the New Belgium Leaders roundtable. He noted all the 

giant vessels are in place. He attended a WECAN meeting and has been working on organizing a community garden 

on Jefferson at West Haywood, the WECAN Garden Club is beginning to work on Wednesdays, and the Buncombe 

Fruit and Nut Club worked last Sunday at the GW Carver Edible Park. Elaine did a usability test. 

 

Item VIII Agenda Items for April 27, 2015 meeting: I) East meeting planning; II)  For discussion: Should we 

have another retreat this summer instead of a meeting in July; III) Report on the City Wide Cleanup; IV) Sidewalk 

Criteria update . 

 

Item IX Other: Elaine will be out of the country from April 6-25 in her absence contact Teddy for NAC business 

matters. Teddy brought up a comment in the paper about home owner associations. This Wednesday March 25 at 

5:00  the City Council is listening to concerns on short term rentals at the US Cellular Center. 

 

Item II: State of Black Asheville discussion with Sir Charles Gardner: He was notified earlier in the day and 

said he would be there but in the end did not show up. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm by Elaine.                                         

 Minutes submitted by Joe Fioccola, Secretary 


